                             TIMBERON DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
                             Minutes of the Meeting Held April 09, 2005
IN ATTENDANCE:

Everett E. Putney

Betty Phillips

Dwight Haisley
       Trina Stephenson

Howard Neighbor

Rick Merrick

Roger O’Dell

        Ryan Whitaker

Fran Trendler


Charles Bain

Nellie Spence

        Bill Daniels

Richard Rodriguez

Bill McCullough
Mary Fran Seidl
        Grace Meyer

Jackie Fioretti

The meeting was called to order by President Putney approximately 10:03 a.m.  He asked if anyone would the minutes to the previous meeting be read.  Betty Phillips made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and accept them as submitted.  Charles Bain 2nd the motion.  The minutes were approved as submitted.

Betty Phillips gave the Treasurers report.  Mary Fran made a motion to accept the Treasurers Report.  Dwight Haisley 2nd the motion.  The motion passed.  





PARADE





COMMITTEE

TDC

GRANT
TOTAL
Balance February 28, 2005
$1,039.16

$26,949.98
$14,207.31
$42,196.45

Deposits March 2005

       $0.00

         $0.00
  $4,269.71
  $4,269.71
Checks Written March 2005          $0.00

$15,266.30
$13,131.82
$28,398.12
Balance March 31, 2005
$1,039.16

$11,683.68
  $5,345.20
$18,068.04
Bills - $345.78 Reimbursement to Everett Putney for tractor items.  $214.61 Reimbursement for hotel expenses at Ruidoso Conference and envelopes for tree thinning mail-out.  Larry Hanson made a motion to pay the bills.  Mary Fran Seidl 2nd the motion.  The motion passed.

Everett advised we received a box blade donated to us from Commissioner Doug Moore.  He will send a thank you note.  

Bids on donated property – Everett thanked Larry for passing out the list of donated property for sale at the Otero County property tax auction he attended.  The Community Action Team opened the sealed bids this morning.  Everett read the three pieces of property that were awarded.  Larry Hanson advised on future bids, in addition to the sealed bids, we should have an auction at our regular meeting.  There will be more on this later. The sealed bids should not be opened until the bids from the auction are closed.
Everett introduced Ryan Whitaker with the BLM (Bureau of Land Management).  Ryan gave an update on the tree thinning fuel break that is in progress.  He advised 218 acres have been thinned and 200 acres have been burned.  The Military paid $83,000, BLM paid $17,000 and it cost $55,000 for the burning.  Total spent to date on the project is $155,000 which is an average of $454 per acre.  Starting June 1st 288 acres will be thinned this summer and fall.  The military will thin 178 acres for habitat improvement for elk, deer, etc.  At this time, the fuel break to the East behind Southern Cross Ranch will be 100% complete.  He was asked if there is any BLM money for park thinning?  There is a possibility and it needs to be budgeted by July.  Fran, Jackie and Everett gave him a tour of the parks after the meeting.
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Fran Trendler gave a report on the Forest Service Camp in Cuba New Mexico.  The camp is June 5-12, 2005 for the ages of 13 to 18 and costs $170.00 each.  She checked on the bus rates to Cuba and it costs $115.50 each round trip.  The council would be willing to pay mileage in lieu of bus fare if anyone volunteers.  It was mentioned maybe the senior van could be used for this project if we pay for the gas.  It was asked how many children in Timberon would be eligible to attend.  Approximately seventeen from the mountain and whoever is interested in attending will write a letter to the Timberon Development Council as to why they would like to attend.  Fran mentioned the School Boosters would pay for someone to attend if we received more than two applications.  Ryan Whitaker said BLM would probably sponsor some with Community Assisted Money.    
Everett gave a report on the WCPR Summit in Ruidoso that Fran, Jackie and he attended.  The meeting opened with Governor Richardson signing the Healthy Forest and Water Shed Restoration Act.  Funds will be available for the Western area but funds will be available for those who collaborate.  Over 300 people attended the conference from Federal, State and Out of State.  The conference ended with a tour looking at areas that had been thinned on the reservation and thinning around the Lake in Ruidoso.  A composting company was included in the tour which was very interesting.  It takes about three months to turn the slash into compost.
Fran Trendler gave a report on the tree thinning project in Timberon.  There is approximately $52,000 left and requests are still coming in.  Out of 500 mail-outs approximately 1/5th will respond.  Barbara Luna with the Forest Service advised her Timberon was the only community actively seeking property owners to thin.  Fran advised the grant does not pay for dead standing trees, dead trees on the ground or scrub oak.  Trina Stephenson advised there are a lot of fire rings in Timberon.  It is legal to burn in Timberon as long as the Sheriff and Fire Department are notified prior to burning.  Not everyone has a way of getting the slash to the slash pits.  We are in Red Flag Days right now and if you see smoke call the Fire Department and they will respond.  There is evidence that there is dumping in the dry lake again.  Trina asked if the slash pit and burning could be addressed on our Web Site or in our letter soliciting tree thinning.  We will look into this.  Everett invited the “Concerned Citizens Group” to attend our meetings.  We have worked on covenants in the past and we have a covenants committee.  Incorporation and other avenues were discussed.  Trina suggested talk your Representatives into working on Incorpor-ation.  Everett advised we are always looking for new ideas to work on issues that have been worked on in the past.
Airstrip – We will be receiving the Airstrip Liability Insurance.  Everett talked to the insurance representative and verified the coverage.  Betty Phillips made a motion to pay the airstrip liability insurance when it is received.  Mary Fran Seidl 2nd the motion.  The motion passed.

Nighborhood Watch Program – Bill McCullough gave a report that there are six small signs and one large sign left to be put up.  He gave the history on how the committee was formed etc.

Jackie Fioretti gave a report on the drapes for the lodge.  The Lions Club, Home Extension Club and Timberon Development Council has donated money for TWSD (Timberon Water & Sanitation District) to purchase new drapes.  TWSD has requested the drapes to have rings and batons instead of tabs and tie backs.  This is not included in the price of $2,876.60 paid for the drapes.  Bill McCullough advised he would ask the Masons to contribute to paying for the rings and batons for the drapes.  Jackie will give the information to Bill for their next meeting.
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Fran advised volunteers are needed to paint the walls prior to the drapes being installed.  Larry Hanson said he would donate the rods.  He also asked if fire retardant tags could be sewed into the drapes in addition to the notarized letter in file from the factory stating the drapes are fire retardant or fire resistant.  Jackie will look into this.  

Fire Department – Volunteers are needed.  All kinds of positions are available.  If you are interested please contact Fire Chief Arden Schug. 

TWSD Parks & Recreation – Bill McCullough advised Richard Rodriguez will lead the project to restore the upper and lower lakes next to the lodge.  There are problems with trees falling etc.  Volunteers are needed and Everett offered his small tractor to help.  Dennis Dwyer, with the Forest Service will be here on Saturday, April 16, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. to give us an analysis of the trees surrounding the lodge.  Fran advised she notified Roger Allen our tree thinning Forestry Technician so he could attend.  Bill advised the new Chairperson for the Parks & Recreation Committee will be Becky Lynch.
Parade Committee – Fran advised a Grand Marshal has been selected.  Senator Don Kidd will be invited to be part of the Parade.  There will be music on the lawn, arts & crafts, Bingo in the afternoon, dance in the evening, etc. and will end Sunday at 3:00 p.m.  As a fund raiser for the parade committee, there will be competition between business and community organizations to create a chair with the parade theme “New Road to Mountain Friends” to sell a chance to win.  Food and Craft Booths are $10.00 or $15.00 with electricity.  Advertisement on the flyer can be purchased for $10.00 a line.  The Library asked for their book sale to be included.  Fran will look into purchasing radio advertisement for $150.00.

It was mentioned TDC sold a piece of property that the Fire Department was interested in for a Fire Sub Station.  Everett advised he never heard back from the Fire Department to hold the property so it went out to bid.  He was asked if the offer still stands for another piece of property and his answer was yes.  
Tourism will become more important as the community grows.  Jackie and Everett have attended the REDTT (Rural Economic Development Through Tourism) meetings in Alamogordo in the past.  Rick Merrick showed an interest in attending this monthly meeting.  Jackie will provide him with the information.

A motion was made by Fran Trendler to adjourn the meeting.  Mary Fran Seidl 2nd the motion.  The motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:40 a.m.  The next meeting will be Saturday, May 14th at 10:00 a.m. in the Timberon Community Center.  Copies of the minutes are available at the meetings.  We encourage you to attend and give us your input.  Meeting notices are posted at several locations in the community.  These are public meetings and everyone is invited to attend.
Respectfully submitted,

Jackie Fioretti, Secretary

