                                  TIMBERON DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

                                  Minutes of the Meeting Held January 14, 2006
IN ATTENDANCE:

Everett E. Putney
Howard Neighbor
Mary Neighbor
Betty Phillips


Fran Trendler

Nellie Spence

Gwen Adams

B.F. Adams
J. J. Duckett

Charlie Bain

Don Roberts

Bill Gideon
Elsie Gideon

Mike Massey

Donna Millar

Scott Millar

Rick Merrick

Paul Goss

Peggy Goss

Jan Reader

Bill Reader

Bill Daniel

Larry Hanson

Suzie Sims

Sid Benson

M. J. Davis

Steve Griffith

Carolene Bompart

Roger O’Dell

Donene O’Dell
Arden Schug

Dr. M. D. Moore

Jackie Fioretti


The meeting was called to order by President Putney approximately 10:00 a.m..  He asked if anyone would like the minutes to the previous meeting be read.  Fran Trendler made a motion to accept the minutes as submitted.  Gwen Adams seconded the motion and the minutes were approved.

Betty Phillips gave the Treasurer’s report.  Roger O’Dell made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and B.F. Adams seconded the motion.  The Treasurer’s report was approved.  Betty Phillips read the bills for $3,870.09 which included liability insurance, water standby fees, reimbursements etc.  Larry Hanson made a motion to pay our bills and Roger O’Dell seconded the motion which passed.




PARADE

              BLM




COMM.

GRANT
            GRANT
      TDC

TOTAL
Balance October 31, 2005

$1,601.39
$5,007.97               $0.00
   $27,007.43
$33,616.79
Deposits November 2005
                     $0.00           $15,011.81      $30,000.00
            $0.00
$45,011.81
Checks November 2005
                     $0.00           $10,668.49
  $0.00         $1,254.22       $11,922.71
Balance November 30, 2005
$1,601.39            $9,351.29       $30,000.00
    $25,753.21       $66,705.89 Deposits December 2005
       
       $0.00
       $0.00
  $0.00
             $0.00
         $0.00
Checks December 2005
                     $0.00             $6,543.17
  $0.00            $535.82
  $7,078.99

Balance December 31, 2005
$1,601.39
$2,808.12      $30,000.00 
    $25,217.39
$59,626.90
Jackie Fioretti thanked everyone who helped work on the drapes for two days.  There were a total of four men who hung the rods and drapes and thirteen women who sewed on the drapery rings.  Rick Merrick also thanked those who donated the money and time towards the drapes.  He said it really makes a difference in the restaurant.
Everett advised it was time for an audit and requested two volunteers who would give a report at the February meeting.  Gwen Adams and Mary Jane Davis will audit the books.
Jackie gave an update on the donated properties and said there were eight properties to be sold.  The question was asked if we should thin the properties before they are sold?  A ruling by State Forestry says this is a conflict of interest but we can advise the new owners of our tree thinning grant and encourage them to participate in the grant.
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Everett gave a report on the Airport Manager’s meeting he attended in Albuquerque.  He also met with the Otero County Administrator and the airstrip will be double chipped and sealed this year.  There will be an annual Airport Conference February 25th through March 1st.
We have received the paper work for the new Tree Thinning Grant and it was signed and mailed to Santa Fe.  The slash pits are full and this grant provides for chipping the slash.  The County has in effect a 30 day ban on burning.  There will be no open flame out side a developed campground.  The state of New Mexico only has one developed camp ground.
We have received a thirty thousand dollar grant from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to thin and clean up the Mary Glover Park.  It will include providing walking paths with slash from the tree thinning.  There are about fourteen acres in this park and if there is money left over, there was discussion to finish the tree thinning around the Lodge.  We are waiting for the Commissioners to give their approval for us to clean up the park.  The County doesn’t have a Parks & Recreation Department and is slow in making the decision.  It will not cost the County any money to thin and clean up this park.  B.F. Adams made a motion to proceed with the thinning and Sid Benson second the motion which passed.

There was discussion on putting money into a CD or some type of interest bearing account. Roger O’Dell made a motion for the council to invest money into some type of interest bearing accounts.  Betty Phillips second the motion and it passed.

Rick Merrick gave a very good report on REDTT ( Rural Economic Development Through Tourism).  What do we want to do?  This organization meets the fourth Thursday of each month at 2:00 p.m.in Alamogordo.  The annual REDTT Conference will be held April 24th and 25th at the Best Western Rio Rancho Inn and Conference Center in Rio Rancho, New Mexico.
Everett introduced Bill Gideon, Manager of TWSD.  Bill informed the group of the legality of Senate Bill 863 and the number of seats vacant on the TWSD Board.  He advised the TWSD Board has voted to appeal the motions filed against the board.  He advised the Appellate Court said the maximum tax levy that TWSD could charge is 10 mills and we are charging 26 mills. 10 mills is not enough to run the District.  In order to operate under 10 mills, the water district would maintain the water system only and everything else would be eliminated due to lack of funding.  The budget that will be presented to DFA (Department of Finance Administration) in June will only include the water department.  There will be no funding for the golf course, swimming pool, fishing lakes, parks and recreation.
There was discussion about reassessing property values in Timberon, forming a separate district for roads and other attributes we have today and charge another 10 mil for that.  If Timberon was classified as a Colonia then you would have different guidelines for our community to operate under.  Arden Schug advised the community needs to get involved and write letters and go visit Santa Fe and talk to our Representatives.  Sid Benson advised the community needs to pull together and go to Santa Fe next week for an audience with the Governor.  He thanked everyone for the support they have shown for TWSD. 
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Everett introduced Dr. Martin D. Moore (Marty) our new Otero County Administrator.  Dr. Moore advised he and his family lives in Cloudcroft.  He has been married for twenty six years and has seven children.  He is from Eastern Arizona and south of Thatcher.  He gave his work experience and looks forward to working with our community.  His basic overall goal is better communications with communities.  Sid Benson appreciated Marty taking the time and making the effort to be with us.

Mike Massey advised property values are very low in Timberon compared to other com-munities and we are getting a good return on our money.  Mike recognized Everett and appreciated all he is doing for the community.  

Rick Merrick explained that we would not have a Fourth of July Parade but we will have a Fourth of July Event where we will dress in the 1890’s theme.  There will be a pancake breakfast sponsored by the Timberon Volunteer Fire Department and perhaps a Chuck Wagon cook-out.  There is a costume shop located in Roswell, NM that has clothing for the 1890 era.
B.F. Adams discussed the guidelines of the new community bulletin board. And showed the sign that will hang above it.  Suzie Sims will police the bulletin board.

Arden discussed some of the concerns of the Volunteer Fire Department if the community doesn’t pull together to resolve some of the issues we are facing.
A motion was made by Sid Benson and second by B. F. Adams to adjourn.  The motion passed.  The meeting adjourned approximately 12:05 p.m.  The next meeting will be Saturday, February 11th at 10:00 a.m. in the Timberon Community Center.  Copies of the minutes are available at the meetings.  We encourage you to attend and give us your input.  Meeting notices are posted at several locations in the community.
Respectfully submitted,

Jackie Fioretti, Secretary

