TIMBERON DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting Held May 13, 2006

IN ATTENDANCE:

Everett Putney

Roger O’Dell

Donene O’Dell
Howard Neighbor
Gwen Adams


Fran Trendler

Charles Bain

Carolene Bompart
Sid Benson

Steve Griffith
Betty Phillips

BF Adams

W.C. Daniels

Rick Merrick

Eva Dysart
Scott Millar

Donna Millar

Dwight Haisley
Bill Gideon

Elsie Gideon
Zester Hatfield
Kenneth Bradshaw
Erma Bradshaw
Joy Odem

Barb Troublefield
Glenda Gentry

Arden Schug

Cookie McGuire
Paul Rulie

Mike Bovey

Jackie Fioretti

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Everett Putney – President.  He asked if anyone wanted to have the minutes of the regular meeting and the special meeting in April read.  A motion was made by Fran Trendler and seconded by Sid Benson to change the date of the special meeting to April 12th and accept both sets of minutes as submitted, the motion passed.
Rick Merrick gave an excellent report on the Annual REDTT (Rural Economic Development Through Tourism) Conference he attended on April 23rd and 24th.  He had brochures and packets available on promoting other towns in New Mexico.  Tourism is a five million dollar industry in New Mexico.  Speakers at the conference were very informative.  He and Pat attended several workshops such as “Light Pollution”.  We will be hearing more about “Night sky friendly lighting” in the coming year.  The second workshop was on “Event Insurance”, which covered all kinds of insurance ie. general liability, vendor, volunteer, vehicle insurance liability, etc.  The third workshop was on “How to get Funding for Tourism”.  Many ideas were discussed to attract tourism.  Senator Skeen was the original supporter of REDTT which is funded through the New Mexico State University.  REDTT has been so successful that other states are looking at implementing the program.
Rick also gave a report on the “Old Time Jamboree Days” scheduled for Saturday, July 1st.  The scheduling of activities will be finished on June 15th.  Everyone is encouraged to dress western that day. Some events planned are 3-5 Bands playing in the afternoon, watermelon contest, horse shoe throwing contest, silent auction yard art, Casino Night on Friday, June 30th, Bingo and dance on Saturday, to name a few.  
Betty Phillips gave the Treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Sid Benson to accept the Treasurer’s report as given, Roger O’Dell seconded the motion and it was approved. 




Jamboree
Grant

TDC

Totals

BLM 

M. Market











Grant/CD



Beg. Bal. 4/1/06
$1,593.35
$6,488.34
$21,029.27
$29,110.96
$30,133.51
$11,016.83
Deposits April





     $220.00
     $220.00
       
Checks April



$1,729.13
     $160.25
  $1,889.38
Interest April









       $70.38
         $7.31
Ending Bal. 4/31/06
$1,593.35
$4,759.21
$21,089.02
$27,441.58
$30,203.89
$11,024.14

Bills submitted for May meeting totaled $699.17 which included $42.50 reimbursement Everett Putney, $41.38 reimbursement Jackie Fioretti, $592.88 reimbursement Rick Merrick, $14.61 reimbursement Fran Trendler and $7.80 reimbursement Phyllis O’Dell.  Gwen Adams made a motion to pay our bills.  The motion was seconded by Joy Odem and it passed.
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Everett talked about the liability insurance Otero County requires for thinning the parks within Timberon.  The county will cover liability on the volunteers through an umbrella policy on their insurance.  Everett advised perhaps TDC can obtain an umbrella policy on the tree thinning contractors who will be working on the projects and how much it will cost.  Ryan Whitaker, with BLM advised their chipper is ready to be delivered.  We have received approval for the $50,000 grant to continue thinning the parks within Timberon.  Time lines and quarterly reports are required on the new grant.  Jackie Fioretti made a motion for Everett Putney to look into liability insurance which will cover the tree thinning contractors working on the park thinning grants.  Betty Phillips seconded the motion and it passed.
A weather station which would benefit pilots, the forest service etc. was discussed.  Everett advised the county commissioners would fund this as part of the airport improvement.  TDC would purchase the equipment and submit the bill to the county for reimbursement.  BF Adams and Donna Millar discussed the details of the system including an automatic backup system or uninterrupted power system.  Everett mentioned a chain link fence might be needed to surround the system if it is placed in the tie down area.  Gwen Adams made a motion to purchase the weather station and Sid Benson seconded it.  The motion passed.  The county has scheduled the double chip and seal of the airstrip in September 2006.
The Timberon Water & Sanitation District Board Election is coming up.  It was suggested TDC sponsor a special mailing consisting of five-seven questions to be given to each candidate that is running for the vacant board positions.  These questions along with the response would be published and mailed to all eligible voters in New Mexico.  TDC will not endorse any candidate because we are a non profit organization but we can disseminate information on all candidates that are running for the TWSD Board.  Roger O’Dell made a motion for TDC to sponsor a questionnaire and pay for a special mailing to New Mexico residents on the upcoming TWSD Board Election.  The motion was seconded by Sid Benson which passed.

The condition of the Lodge Building exterior was discussed.  Everett will check on bids to corn blast, power wash, etc. the exterior of the building.  It was advised chinking in several places needed to be done prior to this.  Sid presented a preliminary brochure promoting Timberon.  Everett thanked him for his time and effort and doing a nice job.  Several revisions were discussed along with the cost of printing.  Herb Hatfield advised his organization, Reformation Ministries International Corp, would possibly pay for printing the first 1,000 brochures.
Charles Bain advised the High Country Board of Directors met on April 1st and Barb Troublefield is the new Manager.  Barb advised the  High Country will be undergoing changes to make it a family place and be a part of Timberon.  Changes in decorations will include a décor of Timberon ie. pictures of animals, stars of Timberon, and local artists can display their art.  They will also be support to the golfers.  
Fran Trendler advised there will be a Community Round Table follow up meeting at 1:00pm today.  There will be a dance in the Lodge on Saturday, May 20th, June 24th, July 1st, and July 29th at 6:30pm.  On May 19th at 3:00pm the Board of Directors and Staff of TWSD invited people from Santa Fe to talk about subjects similar to those discussed in the Community Round Table Meeting.  A motto for Timberon was briefly discussed.
BF Adams advised the new community bulletin board is to post community activities and personal sale items.  If a date is not on the communication it will be taken down.  All notices and sales items are to be posted for ten days.  If you want it posted more than ten days, change the date every ten days.
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Fire Chief, Arden Schug gave an update on the existing fire restrictions which are critical.  There is a county ban on all fires, no smoking, a State Forestry ban and the U.S. Forest is closed to all visitors.  There is a $5,000 fine if you are caught walking in the U.S. Forest.  Once the fire restriction goes to Stage 2, you are restricted from using chain saws.  There are no rules set up for private property.  Timberon is not in the Lincoln Forest so we fall under State Forestry and County regulations.  On May 20th at 1:30pm the Artesia Fire Department will be in Timberon to give a demonstration on “Thermal Gel”.
TWSD Manager, Bill Gideon gave an update on the bit at the bottom of the well.  The casing is in and is ready for a preliminary pump which will hopefully give us a decent well.  He brought us up to date on the South Sacramento Water Group Meeting.  Timberon was included in the initial hydrogeological study.  The first phase from Coudcroft to Timberon is completed and New Mexico Tech will do the mapping.  We are expecting this comprehensive study to give us good data on the Sacramento Mountains.  It will give us the recharge rate of the aquafers and rain also gives us a recharge.  Representative Marquardt presented a bill to build a pipe line from the salt basin to pump up to Santa Fe.  His goal is to supply water to Timberon, Cloudcroft, Ruidoso etc.  Anyone who has a well can be included in the study.  Our wells have been monitored for the study.
BF Adams made a motion to adjourn at 11:45pm and it was seconded by Sid Benson.  The motion passed.

The next meeting will be on June 10th at 10:00am in the Community Lodge.  These are open meetings and everyone is invited to attend.

Respectfully submitted,

Jackie Fioretti, Secretary

